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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MANILA 11081 302028Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 
PA-01 ICA-11 SP-02 /037W 

115008 012033Z/61 

R 301030Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7912 

CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 11081 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, RP 

SUBJECT: NEW MINISTER OF INFORMATION 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER ROMULO INFORMED ME JUNE 29 THAT 
PRESIDENT HAS DECIDED TO DIVIDE UP INFORMATION TASKS BY 
NAMING FORMER PHILIPPINE AMBASSADOR J. V. CRUZ AS MINISTER 
OF INFORMATION. 

2. MINISTER TATAD WOULD HENCEFORTH DIVIDE HIS TIME BETWEEN 
HIS INTERIM ASSEMBLY DUTIES AND CONTINUING TO HANDLE INFOR- 
MATION DIRECTLY RELATING TO THE PRESIDENCY/PRIME MINISTRY. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE WE AGREE THAT TATAD MAY WELL BE OVER- 
WORKED, THE APPOINTMNT OF CRUZ GIVES US NO PARTICULA 
SATISFACTION. CRUZ LED 

THE CAMPAIGN ACCUSING USG OF MEDDLING IN APRIL ELECTIONS 
FOR THE INTERIM ASSEMBLY. TATAD. BY WAY OF CONTRAST, HAS 
BEEN GENERALLY FRIENDLY AND HELPFUL TO USG. MURPHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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